


• Though raised in pens, farmed furbearers can 
express natural behavior . Wild mink spend 
up to 80% of their time in small, underground 
dens. Farmed mink spend a similar time in 
their nest boxes , entering their larger pens 
to eat, drink and exercise. Unlike many of our 
food animals, farmed mink mate naturally . 
Females also nurse and raise their young  
until they are weaned.

• Unlike their wild cousins, farmed furbearers 
enjoy constant access  to nutritious food 
and clean water, protection  from predators 
and extreme weather, and veterinary care  
when needed.

• Mink and foxes adapt well to farm life . Wild 
mink are generally solitary, so farmed mink 
are housed in individual pens, or sometimes 
with a sibling. Each pen has an enclosed nest 
box, mimicking the dens where wild mink 
spend most of their time. A famous experiment 
showed that tame foxes  with little fear of, even 
affection for, human handlers could be bred in 
as few as 10 generations.

• Strict biosecurity protocols  are followed 
on fur farms to protect livestock from 
diseases that might be introduced from 
outside.

• Mink are euthanized using bottled 
carbon monoxide gas . A mobile unit moves 
between pens to minimize handling. The 
mink lose consciousness and die quickly 
and humanely. Foxes are stunned and 
euthanized using electricity , just as 
abattoirs stun pigs and poultry.
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