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and farmers themselves, to cover all aspects 
of husbandry and ensure high standards of 
animal welfare .

Trappers are required to use modern trap 
systems �W�K�D�W���D�U�H���F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�O�\���E�H�L�Q�J���U�H�À�Q�H�G���W�R��
ensure they are humane and do not catch non-
target species. While humane trap development 
has been an international effort, North America 
has led the way. Old-fashioned traps with 
sharp, unpadded teeth �K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W���E�H�H�Q���X�V�H�G���I�R�U��
decades and are banned for most species.

Fur Is Green
�7�K�H���I�X�U���W�U�D�G�H���L�V���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���I�U�L�H�Q�G�O�\�� Farmers 
feed their animals leftovers from human food 
production; manure and bedding make fertiliser; 
and carcasses are composted or made into bio-
fuel. Mink oil is used to condition leather and in 
cosmetics. �1�R�W�K�L�Q�J���L�V���Z�D�V�W�H�G��

Trappers are also conservationists , providing 
information to wildlife managers, and helping 
keep populations within the carrying capacities of 
their habitats. Carcasses are left for carnivores 
to feed on in winter, when food is scarce.

Auction Houses
Most furs in Canada are sold at public auction. 
Some producers, however, choose to sell to local 
brokers or directly to manufacturers.

The largest auction house in North America is 
Fur Harvesters Auction in Ontario. Specialising in 
wild furs and farmed fox, FHA is the only trapper-
owned auction house in the world, representing a 
cooperative partnership with equal ownership by 
native and non-native trappers.
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